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‘*",’}""‘*"’*”“-‘”""“ wASHINGTON: In all fall'nCSS,
3 it is time somebody had a kind
-4 word to say for the poor old
Central Intelligence Agency.

' The CIA is rather like the boy
in school who always gets
slapped around because every-
i body knows he won't hit back.

ClA’s MeCone The State Department has
slapped the CIA hard for “invading the policy-
making field,” on the grounds that the agency
bricfed some newspapermen on the sad statc of
the Soviet cconomy. A lot of the press has also

been slapping the CIA around, and a few highly

respectable journals have even half-cchocd the

Communist Worker's charge that Lee Harvey -

Oswald, murderer of President Kennedy, went to
the Soviet Union in 1959 as a CIA hireling.
Former President Harry Truman has got in
his licks. **1 never had any thought when 1 set up
CIA,” he has written, “that it would be injcctcd

. into the peacetime cloak-and-dagger business.”

Sen. Eugenc McCarthy, in an article recently
published in this mangmc {Jan. 4-11}, has
charged that the CIA is getting out of hand,
Necither the President nor the Congress, the
senator maintains, really controls the agency or
knows what it is up to.

Somebody certainly blundered when the CIA
held a mass press conference on the Soviet

. economy, and lct reporters name the agency as

their source. But with all due respect to a former
President and an able senator, the other charges
against CIA arc a lot of hogwash Let us con-

_sider them, in order.

First, Lec Harvey Oswald never at any time
had any connection whatever with CIA, al-
though suspicions on that score are perhaps

~ natural in view of the mystery surrounding Os- -
wald’s travels and his sources of income. The:

highest officials of the CIA are ready to so
testify—and  indignantly—before the Warren

Commission investigating the murder. “If any-

body in the CIA had hired so obvious a psy-
chotic,” says one of the greatest experts in the
intelligence business, “he should have becn fired
on the spot.”

Second, the odd fact is that Harry S. Truman -

himself put the CIA into the *peacetime ¢loak-
and-dagger business.” The CIA’s operational,
or cloak-and-dagger, unit was established by

President Truman’s National Security Council -

in the summer of 1948, after the Comimunists
grabbed Czechoslovakia. In the subsequent four
and a half years, before President’ Truman
steppcd down, certain highly effective secret
operations were mounted with the Presldents

the President controls the agency or knows what
it is doing is nonscnse, The CIA is unquestion-
ably the most supervised agency in the Govern-

time breathing down its neck.

of Congress, headed by Representatives Carl
Vinson and Clarence Cannon and Senators
Richard Russell and Carl Hayden. These con-
gressional grandees are acutely jealous of con-
gressional prerogatives, and they are not about
to let any executive agency, in Scnator Mc-
Carthy's words, “[deccide] for itself just how
much or how little Coneress ought to know.”
Neither CIA dircctor John McCone nor his
predecessor, Allen Dulles, when meeting in
closed session, ever refused a candid answer to
any question. To citc one example, contrary to
" the popular mythology, the four subcommittees
were thoroughly bricfed on the U-2 operauon
virtually from its inception.
. By the same token, ever since Mr. Truman
" established the operational scction, every Presi-
. dent has been thoroughly informed of every
important secret operation, And every President
| has had, and sometimes exercised, an absolute
veto power over any operation, When there have
. been disputes on major policy matters between
the CIA and the State Department or the Penta-
i gon, the last word in the argument has always
. been the President’s. Again contrary to the pop-
. ular mythology, President Eisenhower personally
" authorized the U-2 flight which Khrushchev used
to break up the 1960 summit meeting.

: keeping an eye on the agency. For example, a
i blue-ribbon presidential board, headed by former

version and guerrilla warfare.

nnterested in superv:smg them._‘,_._‘,«'_ "

Third, The HoLon That Nenner Congress nor—]

ment—dozens of people spend much of their

Theneck-breathersincludefour subcommittees |

Morecover, the President has plenty of help in i

 White House counsel Clark Clifford, is charged §
with continuous supervision of the agency. And §
there are all sorts of special committecs, like that §
"headed by Under Sccretary of State Averell §
: Harriman, with responsibility in the field of sub- §

It is just plain silly, in short, to suppose that §
the CIA is ““a law unto itself.” The rcal danger
is that the CIA will become a vast cautious §
bureaucracy, bound by the lowest common de- f| -
nominagor of timidity among its innumerable
supervisors, The CIA in any case spends less
than a third of the money and “‘owns” less than §
a quarter of the people in the intelligence busi- §
' ness. The Pentagon intelligence agencies, the §
" Defense ‘Intelligence Agency and the National J .
‘ Secunty ‘Agency, spend most of the money and §
{ own most of the pcople, but nobody seems B -
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